CTAHOBHUIIE

0 KOHKYPC 32 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJeMUYHATa JJIbKHOCT ,,JOLEeHT*,
o0sBeH ot FOrozanazaen ynusepcutet ,,Heodur Puncku®, TlpaBHO-uctopnyecku
daxynrer, Katenpa ,,Ucropus®, B IbpxaBen BectHuk 6p. 63/01.08.2025 r.
no [IpodecnonanHo HampasieHue:
2.2. Ucmopus u apxeonoeus, Hay4Ha CIELUAIHOCT ,, Apxeonozus (Pumcka u
CPeOHOBEKOBHA apxeoiocus Ha Oveapckume 3emu)

C €IMHCTBEH KaHIUJaT

a-p Mupocaasa Crouwinosa I'eopruesa

Hoxrop MupocnaBa I'eoprueBa e Bb3nuTaHUK Ha HOrozamajaHusi yHUBEPCUTET
,Heodur Puncku®, bnaroesrpan, kpaero npe3 2000 r. ce gumiaoMupa KaTo MarucThbp
LHcropuk n yunten nmo uctopus“. B mepmoma 15.11.2002-15.05.2006 romuna 15 €
penoBeH noktopadt no apxeonorus B IO3Y  Heodut Puncku”, I[IpaBHO-ucTOpHUYECKU
dakynrer, Kareapa ,Jictopus®™, KpieTo yCHENIHO 3allUTaBa JUCEPTAIMS HA TeMa:
,llorpedanuu npaktuku B FOro3amnanna Tpakus mpe3 pumckara emnoxa (I — IV Bek)*, mo
HayuHata crnenuanHoct 05.03.12 ,,Apxeosnorusi (BKJI. HyMU3MaTHKa, enurpaduka u
najeorpaduka)®, ¢ HaydeH pproBoauTen npod. nuH Jlrogmur ['eTos.

MupocnaBa I'eoprueBa, B mpoabDkeHue Ha aageceT roaunHu (ot 2005 mo
MOMeEHTa), paboTu kato npenoaasaren B Katenpa ,,Mcropus®. [IspBonavyamHo 3amousa
KaTO XOHOPYBaH acuCTeHT, a oT 2013 r. € pegoBEeH TJIABEH acCUCTEHT WU BOIU
yOpaKHEHUSI M JIEKIIMOHHU KypCOBE IO PHUMCKAa M CPEJHOBEKOBHA apXEOJIOTHS,
IIPKOBHA apXUTEKTYypa, My3€0JI0THsI, HCTOPHUS Ha U3KYCTBOTO U Jp. Mma pazpaboreHu
JICKIIMOHHU KypCOBE B 00pa30BaTEIHO-KBATM(DUKAIIMOHHUTE CTENEeHU ,,.bakanaBbp™ u
»MarucTop*‘, BOJM MPAKTUYECKHA 3aHUMAaHUS HA CTYJICHTH, 3aHUMaBa C€ C PbKOBOJICTBO
Ha aumioManTu. OT HayanoTo Ha 2018 r., cbe 3anoBen Ha MUHUCTBPA HA KYJITypaTa, €
BIiMcaHa B Peructbpa Ha apxeono3ute B PenyOnuka bearapusi.

Hayunure untepecu Ha a-p ['eoprueBa ca cBbp3aHH ¢ pa3pabOTBAHETO HA TEMH,

3acsraiy CpeIHOBEKOBHATA apXeoJloTHd M LbpKOBHaTa apxuTektypa B IOrozamanna



boearapus. Ts mposiBsiBa UHTEpPEC M KbM apXEOJIOTMUECKH MAMETHHUIIM OT PUMCKaTa
enoxa. B pesynrar Ha Te3u npoyuBanus Mupocnasa ['eopruesa myOiauKyBa u mbpBarta
CU KHHUTa CbC 3ariaBue ,, Moeunnu epoomu xomnaexcu 6 FKOeozanaona Tpaxus npe3
pumckama enoxa (I — 1V eex)“, ocHOBaBallla ce Ha 4acT OT JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPyJ Ha
aBTOpKaTa.

Ha o0sBeHust KOHKypc 3a Jo1eHT JI-p ['eopruesa ce siBsBa 00O C NETHAJAECET
MyOJIMKAIIMKA, TTIOMECTCHH B Pa3jIMYHA HAyYHU W3JaHus (BXK. npuioxeHuss Cruchk Ha
nyonukanuure). Cpea TAX JBE CaMOCTOSITETHM MOHOTrpaduu, MeT CTYyIUU U OCeM
cratun. llpencraBeHuAT XxaOwiWTalMoOHEH Tpya € Ha Tema: ,, [{vpxosnama
apxumexmypa 6 IOzo3anaona bvreapus (IX — XVII eex)“, bnaroesrpan 2024 r. u e ¢
o6em ot 380 cTpaHuIM KaTO BKITIOYBA PEINIIA TUIAHOBE, KAPTU U CHUMKH. M3cienBaneTo
ce 6a3upa Ha KJacuuecka CTPyKTypa, U3TpajieHa OT TPH IJ1aBU, OuepTaBally pa3InyHu
o0nacTy Ha HAy4YHOTO aupeHe. MoHorpadusTa chabpxa 1 moipoOHa BHBEXK/IAIA YaCT,
3aKJII0OYeHHe, CIIMCHK Ha W3IMOJI3BaHAaTa JuTepaTypa, aABe npuiokenus ([Ipumoxenue
Nel — Tumomoruuecka kiaacupukanus Ha bprkoBHHUTe crpagu (IX — XVII Bek) u
[Ipunoxenune Ne 2 — KaTtanor Ha bpKBUTE), CIIUCHK HA CHKPAILIEHUATA U PE3IOME Ha
AHTJIMHCKU €3UK.

Monorpadusita cu mocTaBs 3a LeN Ja MPEACTaBU €IHA IUIOCTHA KapTUHA Ha
UbpKOBHaTa apxuTekrypa B lOroszamagna bbarapuss (OCHOBHO B JH. 00JacT
bnaroesrpam). ToBa e eauH 000011eH TPy, B KOWUTO HAMUPAT MSCTO peAUIla IPUMEPH
Ha XpaMoBaTa apXUTEKTypa B MOCOYeHHS apeai. M3cnensaneTo e 6a3upaHo OCHOBHO Ha
CBEJICHUATA OT apXEOJIOTMYECKUTE MPOYYBAHUS U HAONIOJCHMS, HAlpaBEeHU TMIpe3
roguauTe. JlaHHUTE OT TepeHHaTa paboTa ca M0000raTeHU C MPEJCTaBIHETO Ha
MUCMEHUTE U3BOPH, CBHP3aHU C TeMaTa Ha Mpoy4YBaHEe. XPOHOJIOTHUECKHUIT 00XBaT Ha
M3CTIEIBAHETO € M3KIIOYUTEITHO MIMPOK — 3allouBa OT enoxara Ha [IspBoTo ObATapCcKO
uapctBo u poctura 10 XVII B.

BeBexpamara WacT Ha KHHrata MpEICTaBs CBIMHOCTTA M CTPYKTypara Ha
MOHOTpadUIHUS TPYI U € OCHOBOTIONaraia. B Hes ca mocouenn ¢pusnko-reorpadcekara
U HCTOPUKO-apXEOJIOTMUecKaTa XapakTEepUCTHKAa Ha pernoHa. ABTOpKara OTOeIs3Ba
OCHOBHHTE TPAJICKH IIEHTPOBE MO A0JMHATa Ha p. CTpymMa W MOCTaBsS aKIEHT BBPXY

HCTOpHUATA Ha MenHuk u HeTpI/I‘I, KaKTO U BbpPXY HAKOU TPYIAHOJAOCTBIIHUTC KPCIIOCTH



— npu Wnuanenuu, ['opno CnanueBo, Kanumanum, Kpynuuk, Cumutiu u mp.
OObpHATO € BHUMaHKE U Ha JOJIMHATA Pa3NoJI0KeHa [0 TOPHOTO U CPEIHO TEUECHUE Ha
p- Mecra u kpenoctute, HamMupalu ce Tam. BbB BbBekaamara yact M. ['eopruesa
JETANUIIHO MPOCIEAsIBA U UCTOPUSTA HA IPOYYBAHUATA, UMAIL OTHOLICHUE KbM TeMaTa
Ha HeilHaTa MoHoTpadusi.

[To-HaTaThK U3IOKEHUETO CIIeJ[BA €IMH OOII TUIaH Ha pa3TpbhIllaHe HA MaTepuaa.
W B TpuTe rnaBy, B HAYAJIOTO € HAIPABEH IPErJIe]l Ha IbPKOBHATA apXUTEKTypa, KaTo
CJIeJl TOBA € MPEACTABEHO PA3IPOCTPAaHEHUETO HA KYJITOBUTE CIpajy 10 JOJIMHUTE Ha
pexure Ctpyma u Mecta npe3 uzOpanus nepuoa. IIpencraBenu ca peauna npuMepH Ha
XpamoBaTa apXUTEKTypa HE caMO OT pEruoHa Ha MU3CJIeIBaHE, KOUTO MO3BOJIABAT Ha JI-
p ['eopruesa na mocturae A0 JTOTUYHA M 0OOCHOBAHU M3BOIM U 3aKitoueHus. M B Tpute
YacTU Ha TpyJaa KyinroBute komiuiekcu ot lOrozanagna beiarapus ca npeacraBeHu B
KOHTEKCTa Ha 00III0TO pa3BUTHE HA IbPKOBHATA apXUTEKTypa U3 ObJIrapckuTe 3eMu. B
Kpasi Ha BCSKa IJIaBa € IMPEACTAaBEHa TUIOJOTMS M XAPAKTEPUCTHUKA HA IIBPKOBHUTE
Crpajy Mpe3 pasriekIaHus NEPUO.

B mbpBara rmaBa ot MoHorpadusrta, o3ariaBeHa: ,,l[bpkoBHaTa apXUTEKTypa B
IOrozanagna bearapus npe3 [IspBoTo OBATapcKo apcTBo (kpas IX — Haganmoro Ha XI
BEK)", aBTOpKaTa Ce CIMpa Ha HAKOJIKO eMOJIEMaTUYHU PUMeEpa Ha IIbPKOBHM CTPaJiH,
HaMHUpally ce B apeajia Ha u3ciensaHe. M. ['eoprueBa cripaBeiiuBO U3THKBA, Y€ IMpeE3
pasriexaaHusi Tepuoj] HaW-pa3pOCTPAHEHUSAT BHJ XpaMOBa apXUTEKTypa €
Oa3MIMKATHUAT TUI IIbpKBa. ENHOBpEMEHHO € TOBA B KHUTATa € OTJEJIICHO MSCTO U Ha
TPUKOHXAJTHUTE IIbPKBU, M3JUTHATH HA TEPUTOPHATA HA FOTO3AMAIHUTE OBJITapCKU
3eMH B enoxara Ha [IppBoTO OBArapcko HapcTBo. M310KEHUETO € ChbIIBTCTBAHO U OT
O6oraT CHUMKOB MaTepuaj, KapTH, CXeMH U TUIAHOBE Ha IbPKBH, TIOMECTEHH B Kpasi Ha
I'bPBATa YacT OT U3JI0KEHUETO.

Bropa rnmaBa Hocu 3armaBueto: ,llppkoBHaTa apxutekrypa B IOroszamagna
bearapus npe3 BropoTto Obirapcko mapctBo (kpas Ha XII — kpas Ha XIV Bek)“ u
3amoyBa C Mperyie]l Ha IIbpKOBHATAa AapXUTEKTypa M3 OBJIrapcKuUTe 3eMH IIpe3
BU3aHTHIICKOTO BJIQJUYECTBO M B emoxara Ha Bropoto Obirapcko mnapctso. Ilo
OTHOILLICHWE Ha ILbPKOBHUTE Crpaad No JojuHara Ha peka Crpyma aBropara

CIIOJIYHJIMBO ITOCTAaBd OCHOBCH AKICHT BBPXY XPaMOBCTC B MCJIHI/II(, BbPXY TC3U OT



paiioHa Ha lleTpuu, KakTO M BBpPXY peauia APYrd KYJITOBU CTpajau, U3IPAJCHU B
paMKuTe Ha n30paHaTa XxpoHojoruyecka pamka. [1{o ce oTHacs 10 HbPKBUTE, U3AUTHATU
B erioxaTa Ha BTopoTo 6barapcko 1apcTBO U pa3oyiokeHH Mo nopeurnero Ha Mecra, 11-
p I'eopruesa nocouBa aeBer xpama ot nepuoaa Ha CpeHOBEKOBHETO, YAaCT OT KOUTO
BCE Ol HE ca JOCTaThYHO J00pe mpoydeHH. B Ta3m uvact Ha MoHorpadusara ca
MPEJICTaBeHU HAaJl TPUAECET IIbPKBU, KaTO aBTOpKaTa OTOENI3Ba TAXHATA UCTOPHUS HA
Bb3HUKBAaHE M IMpoyuBaHH. EjgHOBpemeHHO ¢ ToBa A-p ['eoprueBa mpeacraBs u
TUIIOJIOTUSI HA BBIPOCHUTE XPaMOBH KOMIUIEKCH. ECTECTBOTO Ha NMpPEICTABEHUS TYK
Marepual MpeBpbllla BTOpaTa IlaBa Ha MOHOrpadusita B Haili-oOeMHaTa 4yacT Ha
KHUTaTa.

Tperara rmaBa e mon HazachoB: ,llppkoBHaTa apxurekrypa B HOrozamagHa
boearapus npe3 KecHoto cpennoBekobue (XV — XVII Bek)™ u oTrpaszssa mpoMmsiHaTa B
XpaMoBaTa apXUTEKTypa MO OBJIrapCKUTE 3€MH, HAJOKEHAa OT 3aBIaJsBAHETO Ha
BankaHckus moiyocTpoB OT OCMaHCKHUTE TYpLH. B H3110keHUeTo e npociieieHa cbhadaTa
Ha peaulia IIbPKBU U MaHACTHPH, U3JUTHATH Ol TI0 BpeMeTo Ha BTopoTo O6barapcko
[IAPCTBO M MPEMUHAIM MPE3 PEIULIA PEBPATHOCTH, MPEAU3BUKAHU OT HAJaraHeTo Ha
HOBaTa Bsipa Ha bankaHuTe, U B 4aCTHOCT U3 paiioHa Ha bnaroesrpaacko. Hanara ce
3aKJIFOYEHHETO ,,4€ 8bNPEeKU OCMAHCKOMO 3A81A0A8AHE 8 APXEOI02UYECKU NPOYYeHUme
YBbPKEU 6 Uzcied8anama ooaacm He ca ycmanoseHu paspyutenusi om kpas na X1V — XV
6. Taxusa ca 3aceudemencmeanu npe3z émopama nonosuna na XVI 6. u ca pezyimam om
2onemume 3emempeceHus npe3 mo3u nepuoo .

Ha 6a3aTa Ha I5UI0CTHOTO cH IPOyYBaHe aBTOPKaTa MPaBIUBO MIPaBU 3aKIIOUCHUE
B KHUTAaTa CH, B KOETO c€ OTOeNs3Ba, Y€ IIbpKOBHATa apxuTekTypa B FOrozamamna
boearapus npe3 nepuoga va CpennoexoBuero (IX — XVII B.) e npeacraBena ot tpu
OCHOBHHM THWITa KYJTOBH CTpajH, CIEABAIIM CBOWTE CICHU(PUKUA MPe3 OTACITHUTE
nepuoau — Oa3WiIMKH, €AHOKOpaOHM WBPKBM M TPUKOHXAJTHM UBPKBU. Te3u
,»,CTPOUTEITHA MOJICJIA " CJICABAT OOIIMTE TEHCHITNN B Pa3BUTUETO HA apXUTEKTypaTa B
Obyrapckure 3emMu. B chiioro Bpeme a-p ['eoprueBa ouepTaBa HSIKOW PETHOHATHHU
cnenuUKH, XapaKTEPHU KaTO ISUT0 32 I0ro3anagHuTe OBIrapcKu 3eMH Mpe3 CPEeTHUTE

BCKOBC.



M3cnenBaHeTo € ¢ NPUHOCEH XapakTep, Thi KaTo MpPEICTaBs MIMPOKaTa KapTHHA
Ha IIbpKOBHATa apxuTekTypa B FOrozanagna beiarapus, ooprucyBana ocCHOBHO Ha Oa3aTa
Ha JIAaHHUTE OT apXEOJIOTUYECKUTE MPOYyUBaHUs. ABTOpKaTa U3IUPBa, CHCTEMATU3UPa U
aHanmu3upa OoraTa MajuTpa OT CBEIEHHUS 32 CPEIHOBEKOBHUTE KYJITOBH KOMIUIEKCH B
paiioHa, KaTo mpenaTupa HsIKOM OT IIbPKOBHUTE crpaau. M3paboTeHa e TUunojsoruyecka
KJIacHU(UKaAIMs Ha CpellallliTe ce B paiioHa I[bPKOBHHU CrpajH, KaTo ca IOCOYCHH
TEXHUTE TJIAHOBU CcXeMU U (pacagHo-mekopaTuBHU ocobeHocTu. Konerara ['eopruena
yCTaHOBsIBa ()yHKIIMOHAIIHATA XAPAKTEPUCTUKA HA IbPKOBHUTE CTPaJd B CHOTBETHUS
HUCTOPUYECKU MIEPHUO/I.
B 3axmrouenne 6Mx uckasa Ja U3ThbKHA, Ye ISUI0CTHATa Hay4YHa IPOAYKIUS Ha J-
p MupocnaBa ['eoprueBa ChOTBETCTBAa HAIIBJIHO Ha W3UCKBAHMUATA 32 3a€MaHE Ha
JUTBKHOCTTA ,,JIOLEHT, CbOOpa3HO 3aKoHa 3a Pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJAEMHYHUS CbCTaB B
Peny6nuka bovarapus (BPACPB) u nopu HanBuiliaBa H3UCKyEeMHUTE IMOKA3aTelH.
[IpeacraBenara ,,CrnpaBka 3a HayyHUTE€ NOPUHOCK~ OTpassBa JOCTaTbYyHO J00pe
NPUHOCHUTE MOMEHTH KaKTO B XaOWJIMTAalMOHHUS TPYyJ, Taka U B OCTAHAJIMUTE
W3CJIe/IBaHUS HA KaHIUaTKaTa.
Bcuuko kazaHo TOTYK MU JJaBa OCHOBaHUE Jia MOJKPeEnsi U30MpaHeTo Ha IJI. ac.
1-p Mupocnasa CtounoBa ['eoprueBa Ha akajieMHU4HAaTa JJIBKHOCT ,,JJOLEHT, 32 KOETO

¢ r’raCyBaM M Ha 3aKJIHOYUTCIHOTO 3aCCAAHNUC HA Hay‘IHOTO JKYpPH I10 TO3U KOHKYPC.

rp. Codus, [Monmuc:
30.10.2025 r. /nou. n1-p Enena Kocrosa,
UUctU — BAH/



OPINION
on the competition for the academic position of “Associate Professor”,
announced by the South-West University “Neofit Rilski”, Faculty of Law and History,
Department of History, in the State Gazette No. 63/01.08.2025
in the Professional field: 2.2. History and Archaeology, Scientific specialty
“Archaeology (Roman and Medieval Archaeology of the Bulgarian Lands) ”,

with a single candidate

Miroslava Stoilova Georgieva, PhD

Dr. Miroslava Georgieva is a graduate of the South-West University “Neofit
Rilski” in Blagoevgrad, where in 2000 she earned a Master’s degree as a “Historian and
Teacher of History”. Between November 15, 2002, and May 15, 2006, she was a full-
time doctoral student in Archaeology at the South-West University “Neofit Rilski,”
Faculty of Law and History, Department of History. There, she successfully defended
her dissertation on the topic “Funerary Practices in Southwestern Thrace during the
Roman Period (1st-4th century)” in the academic field 05.03.12 “Archaeology
(including Numismatics, Epigraphy, and Paleography),” under the supervision of
Professor D.Sc. Lyudmil Getov.

For the past twenty years (from 2005 to the present), Miroslava Georgieva has
been working as a lecturer in the Department of History. She initially began as a part-
time assistant lecturer, and since 2013 she has held the position of full-time senior
assistant professor. She teaches seminars and delivers lecture courses in Roman and
Medieval Archaeology, Church Architecture, Museology, History of Art, and other
related subjects. She has developed lecture courses for both Bachelor’s and Master’s
degree programs, conducts practical training for students, and supervises diploma
theses. Since the beginning of 2018, by Order of the Minister of Culture, she has been
entered into the Register of Archaeologists of the Republic of Bulgaria.

Dr. Miroslava Georgieva’s research interests are focused on topics related to
Medieval Archaeology and Church Architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria. She also

shows interest in archaeological monuments from the Roman period. As a result of these



studies, Miroslava Georgieva published her first book titled “Tumulus Burial
Complexes in Southwestern Thrace during the Roman Period (1st—4¢h century)”, which
is based on part of her doctoral dissertation.

For the announced competition for the academic position of Associate Professor,
Dr. Georgieva submitted a total of fifteen publications published in various scholarly
journals and collections (see the attached List of Publications). These include two
independent monographs, five studies, and eight articles. Her habilitation work is titled
“Church Architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria (9th—/7th century)”, Blagoevgrad,
2024, and comprises 380 pages, including numerous plans, maps, and photographs. The
study follows a classical structure, consisting of three main chapters that outline
different areas of academic inquiry. The monograph also includes a detailed
introduction, conclusion, bibliography, two appendices (Appendix No. 1 — Typological
Classification of Church Buildings (9th-17th century) and Appendix No. 2 — Catalogue
of Churches), a list of abbreviations, and a summary in English.

The monograph aims to present a comprehensive overview of church architecture
in Southwestern Bulgaria (primarily within the present-day Blagoevgrad region). This
iIs a synthesizing work that brings together numerous examples of ecclesiastical
architecture from the designated area. The research is based mainly on information
obtained from archaeological excavations and field observations conducted over the
years. The data collected through fieldwork are further enriched by the inclusion of
written sources relevant to the subject of the study. The chronological scope of the
research is remarkably broad—beginning with the period of the First Bulgarian Tsardom
and extending to the 17th century.

The introductory section of the book outlines the essence and structure of the
monographic study and serves as its foundation. It presents the physical, geographical,
historical, and archaeological characteristics of the region. The author identifies the
main urban centers along the Struma River valley, emphasizing the history of Melnik
and Petrich, as well as several hard-to-reach fortresses such as those near Ilindentsi,
Gorno Spanchevo, Kalimantsi, Krupnik, Simitli, and others. Attention is also paid to the

valley along the upper and middle course of the Mesta River and the fortresses located



there. In the introduction, M. Georgieva provides a detailed review of previous research
and archaeological investigations related to the topic of her monograph.

The subsequent exposition follows a consistent structure in the development of the
material. In all three chapters, each begins with a general overview of church
architecture, followed by an analysis of the distribution of religious buildings along the
Struma and Mesta River valleys during the selected period. Numerous examples of
ecclesiastical architecture — both from the studied region and beyond — are presented,
allowing Dr. Georgieva to reach logical and well-founded conclusions. In all three
sections of the work, the religious complexes of Southwestern Bulgaria are examined
within the broader context of the overall development of church architecture across the
Bulgarian lands. At the end of each chapter, a typology and characterization of church
buildings from the respective period are provided.

The first chapter of the monograph, titled “Church Architecture in Southwestern
Bulgaria during the First Bulgarian Tsardom (late 9th — early 11th century)”, focuses
on several emblematic examples of church buildings located within the studied area. Dr.
Georgieva rightly points out that during this period, the basilica type was the most
widespread form of ecclesiastical architecture. At the same time, the book also discusses
the triconch churches built in the southwestern Bulgarian territories during the First
Bulgarian Tsardom. The exposition is complemented by rich visual documentation,
including photographs, maps, diagrams, and architectural plans of churches, presented
at the end of the first part of the study.

The second chapter, titled “Church Architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria during
the Second Bulgarian Tsardom (late 12th — late 14th century) ”, begins with an overview
of church architecture across the Bulgarian lands during the Byzantine rule and
throughout the period of the Second Bulgarian Tsardom. Regarding the churches along
the Struma River valley, the author successfully places the main emphasis on the
temples in Melnik and those in the Petrich region, as well as on a number of other
religious buildings constructed within the chosen chronological framework. As for the
churches built during the Second Bulgarian Tsardom and located along the Mesta River,
Dr. Georgieva identifies nine medieval temples, some of which remain insufficiently

studied. This chapter presents more than thirty churches, with the author noting their



history, origin, and stages of research. At the same time, Dr. Georgieva offers a
typological classification of these ecclesiastical complexes. The nature and scope of the
material make the second chapter the most extensive part of the monograph.

The third chapter, titled “Church Architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria during
the Late Middle Ages (15th—17th century)”, reflects the transformation of ecclesiastical
architecture in the Bulgarian lands following the conguest of the Balkan Peninsula by
the Ottoman Turks. The exposition traces the fate of numerous churches and monasteries
built during the Second Bulgarian Tsardom that experienced various changes brought
about by the imposition of the new faith across the Balkans, particularly in the
Blagoevgrad region. The study concludes that “despite the Ottoman conquest,
archaeological evidence from the examined churches in the studied area shows no signs
of destruction dating from the late 14"-15" centuries. Such evidence appears only in the
second half of the 16™ century and is linked to the major earthquakes that occurred
during that period”.

Based on her comprehensive research, the author rightfully concludes that church
architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria during the Medieval period (9th—17th century) is
represented by three main types of religious buildings, each reflecting specific
characteristics according to the era — basilicas, single-nave churches, and triconch
churches. These “architectural models” follow the general trends in the development of
architecture throughout the Bulgarian lands. At the same time, Dr. Georgieva outlines
certain regional features that are characteristic of the southwestern Bulgarian territories
during the Middle Ages.

The study has a significant contributory character, as it presents a broad and
detailed picture of church architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria, primarily based on
archaeological data. The author collects, systematizes, and analyzes a wide range of
information concerning medieval religious complexes in the region, offering revised
dating for some of the church buildings. A typological classification of the churches
found in the area has been developed, identifying their layout schemes and fagade-
decorative features. Dr. Georgieva also determines the functional characteristics of the

ecclesiastical buildings within their respective historical contexts.



In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that the overall scholarly output of Dr.
Miroslava Georgieva fully meets the requirements for holding the academic position of
Associate Professor in accordance with the Law for the Development of the Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB), and even exceeds the required criteria.
The submitted “Summary of Scholarly Contributions” adequately reflects the author’s
achievements, both in the habilitation thesis and in her other research works.

All the points discussed above give me solid grounds to support the appointment
of Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Miroslava Stoilova Georgieva to the academic position
of Associate Professor, for which I will vote affirmatively at the final meeting of the

Scientific Jury for this competition.

Sofia, Signature:
October 30, 2025 Assoc. Prof. Elena Kostova, PhD
Institute for Historical Studies —

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences



